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FINAL press release: BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2016
22nd INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR AND LITERARY FESTIVAL 

venue: Palace of Industry, Prague Exhibition Grounds (Holešovice)

dates: 12th – 15th May 2016
Organizer: Svět knihy, s.r.o. [Book World Ltd.]

Professional guarantor: Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
Patrons: Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic, Mayor of Prague 7 District 

Sponsors: Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic, Prague City Hall, Prague 7 District Authority

Partners: Czech Television, Czech Radio, Knižní novinky, Prager Zeitung, Host, A2, Art & Antiques, Literární noviny, Echo weekly, Radio 1, Newton Media; Czech Centres; Parkhotel, Auroton Computer,  Digiport.cz, Graspo, Magnesia, Brand / Blomberg
Guests of honour – the Nordic countries 

This year we hosted five countries – Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden and Iceland – as joint guests of honour. The Scandinavian House was partner and coordinator of the programme of the guests of honour. The slogan of the literary campaign was #ReadNordic. A total of 19 Nordic authors were involved in the programme. Of particular interest to visitors was the original design of the Nordic countries’ stand, a competition winner by students at the Faculty of Architecture of the Czech Technical University in Prague.      
The Crime Fiction Phenomenon

Given that the Nordic countries were joint guests of honour, it practically went without saying that the organizers should prepare a programme on crime fiction past and present, with an emphasis on the Nordic variety. Writers from the Czech Republic and abroad took part in this, as well as literary critics and voice actors with exciting crime-fiction audio recordings to their name. 
The City as Backdrop and Hero in Fiction 
A main aim of the theme ‘The City as Backdrop and Hero in Fiction’ was the presentation of Prague as a Creative City of Literature, a title it was awarded by UNESCO in 2014. The project is coordinated by the Municipal Library of Prague. In addition to its own activities, the Library introduced each of the other cities that hold this title (twenty in all, from different continents). This theme also includes literature-related presentations on other cities in the Czech Republic and elsewhere.  
Cooking with the Book
After a year’s break, this theme was back on the programme of the literary festival. Visitors were able to watch the preparation of dishes that appear in cookbooks available in bookstores. Foreign cuisines and healthy lifestyle choices were represented.  
Book trailers 

New this year. On two screens, one in each wing of the Palace of Industry, visitors to the fair had the opportunity to compare the approaches of individual publishing houses to this way of promoting works of literature. 
Events for children and young people

This area of the programme, one of the largest, is prepared in cooperation with publishers of children’s literature and professional associations and organizations that are dedicated to the promotion of book-reading for children and young people. Growing with the Book is a nationwide campaign in support of book-reading and fiction. Every year at the fair, literature for children and young people and prize-givings for winners of literature competitions are presented under the campaign’s banner, and partners of the campaign have the opportunity to make themselves known.  
Fantasy & SF

In line with tradition, a special place was reserved for Fantasy and SF events –  in the Right Wing of the Palace of Industry, where over the four days of the fair remarkable writers in this genre came and went. The programme is composed largely in cooperation with the magazines Pevnost and XB-1, which prepared a large, attractive exposition. 
Das Buch

The project presenting the work of contemporary authors writing in German celebrated its 10th appearance at the fair. It is the result of cooperation among three organizations – Goethe-Institut, the Austrian Cultural Forum in Prague and the Swiss Embassy in Prague. This year’s event was attended by six authors from Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 
Prizes and competitions at the fair (a selection)
Jiri Theiner Award 

Book World Ltd. confers the Jiri Theiner Award on a living person or institution who by their or its work has made an important contribution to the dissemination and promotion of Czech literature abroad. Twenty-four remarkable personalities and institutions – from places as far apart as Japan and the USA – were nominated for this year’s award. The committee chose to confer the 2016 award on Canada’s Markéta Goetz-Stankiewicz. 
Readers’ Challenge – competition testing knowledge of the content of books: literary competition for sixth-year classes of primary schools. 
Book World Ltd. as part of its Growing with the Book campaign for the promotion of book-reading

‘The City as Backdrop and Hero in Fiction’ competition

Over 2400 literary works by pupils/students were entered in this competition. 
Book World Ltd. as part of its Growing with the Book campaign for the promotion of book-reading
Jiří Orten Prize 

Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers
Booksellers’ Charts
Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers 

2015 Dictionary of the Year 
Union of Interpreters and Translators

‘Torture Rack’ Anti-award
Czech Literary Translators’ Guild

Awards of the Academy of SF, Fantasy and Horror 

Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror 
2015 Audiobook Awards Ceremony
Association of Audiobook Publishers, AUDIOTÉKA.CZ 

The Danube on the Vltava 4

Book World Ltd., Centre for Information on Literature, in cooperation with Mosty Gesharim, o.z. and Anasoft litera
Mini-festivals that traditionally precede the literary festival. 
16th Book World in Film – 20 screenings (7 – 15 May) 

A programme of film screenings introducing works based on and inspired by works of world literature. This year’s screenings were held at the Atlas and Ponrepo cinemas, as well as at Institut Français and, for the first time, the Lucerna cinema.  

13th Book World on the Stage – 42 theatre performances (2 April – 15 May) 

A programme of contemporary theatre from the repertoires of different companies, inspired by selected themes. This year the festival involved 20 theatres from across the Czech Republic.  

Statistics for BOOK WORLD PRAGUE 2016
Literary Festival
participants: 620
total programmes: 529 
total exhibitions: 26 

trailers: 127
film screenings: 20
theatre performances: 42
countries and regions active in the programme: 29
Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Congo, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Lebanon, Morocco, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Syria, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, United Kingdom, United States of America
Fair

exhibitors: 407 

stands: 193 

surface area: 3,218 m2

accredited journalists: 331
professional visitors registered: 693
visitors: 42,000
exhibiting countries and regions: 27 

Austria, Canada, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America
A total of 36 countries were represented at the fair and festival. 

